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Mission Statement: The Berrien Artist Guild, through the multi-use facility, the Box Factory for the Arts, chooses to create an
outstanding place to practice and celebrate artistic diversity. We are committed, focused and driven to continuously generate
opportunities to regional artists while interacting, educating, learning and growing within the community at large.

Berrien Artist Guild Presents:

Vibrant Color, Found Objects and Abstract Forms
Highlighted in Three New Exhibits this Month

Brilliant colors, re-use of found objects,
symbolism, abstract forms and a focus on the
natural world by three very diverse women artists
will collide in a kaleidoscope of artwork in their
first solo exhibits opening Jan. 13 at the Box
Factory for the Arts. An artists’ reception from
5:30-7:30 pm is free and open to the public.

ROBERT R. WILLIAMS GALLERY

"Blooming Color on a Winter Night," by Lori
Horsic will be in the Robert R. Williams Gallery.
The digital photography of landscapes and
botanicals reflects her special interest in the
natural world with an emphasis on flowers.

The former Benton Harbor resident now lives
in Red Wing, MN. After earning degrees in music
education (Michigan State) and counseling
(Winona State University), she taught at the high

school level in Michigan and Wisconsin. She then
worked as a mental health counselor in Red Wing
for 20 years, retiring in 2005.

Since then she has professionally pursued her
lifelong passion in photography. "These
distinctive photographs are created by applying
computer generated special effects to my original
photos, in order to produce unique interpretations
of the subjects,” Lori says in her artist statement.
"I am inspired by the beauty of my current
home... the Mississippi River, country landscapes,
and historic old barns. Back in my hometown
(Benton Harbor), | am captivated by the natural
wonder of the Michigan shoreline, dunes, and the
majestic lighthouses."

Her work is available in a variety of galleries in
Minnesota and Michigan, art fairs throughout the
Midwest, and on display in universities,
businesses, and private collections. She regularly
participates in the Michiana Annual Arts
Competition and has won numerous awards for
her work.

RIVERWALK GALLERY
“Materials” by e :
Elise Weileris |
about
showcasing the
various types of
found objects

(Continued on
page 3)
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In the Galleries:

Opening on Friday, Jan. 13 and
running through Sunday, Feb. 19

Robert Williams Gallery:
ooming Color o
Photographs by Lori Horsic

i Bl

Heartha Whitlow Gallery:
ASeTllafught : 3
Paintings and Sculpture
by Peyton Haggerty

Year

Riverwalk Gallery:
iMat eri al so
Art with “found” objects by Elise Weiler

Coming in February 2012:
fiKrasl School Art Showo
- Featuring work by local
Elementary School artists

Box Factory T-Shirts Available
There’s a new t-shirt on display and
for sale in the gift shoppe. S,M,L=$15,
XL, etc.$18
Winner of the design contest was
Susan Shirmer. She incorporated all the
aspects of art and music into her design.
Make it a “happy new year” gift!

Box FACTORY FOR THE ARTS

REAL ARTISTS, REAL ART

S Takul®RAsaNCRal Page. A New
Year.

Isn’t it exciting? Once a year, we
get a free pass to start fresh, to open
our minds to new ideas and our hearts
to new friends. In its strictest
translation, tabula rasa means an
empty slate and though we don’t write

Bl on slates in this day and age, | invite
‘ you to take a clean sheet of paper and
| pen or pencil of choice and write.
Everyone has a story in them. Isn’t it
time to give it a try?

Now, | know that some of you will panic at the suggestion.
What will come out? Anything? And then there are those of you who
fret—will it be worthy? What will my peers think? Just write it, and
let us decide! | participate in several writing groups associated with
the Box and it seems we all excuse our work before we read it. I've
heard it all. “It’s rough. It’s not done yet,” and my favorite, “It’s a bit
porn-ish.” (When actually, it was about a tender love unfolding.)
It’s not necessary to apologize; every piece is a worthwhile attempt.

But then there is that 10" grade English teacher in the back of
our minds. Is she really standing over our shoulder in her stuffy suit,
glasses slipping down her nose, her Harbrace Handbook in hand,
ready to box our ears for the misuse of punctuation, sentence form,
verb tense, and for misspellings? Well, take it from me, she’s not.

Just start. Something will come forth. A story. And yes, the
spelling will probably be incorrect—that’s where spell check comes
in, or an old-fashioned Webster’s will sort out needed advise, uh,
advice. I’ll share a little secret. I have an editor in the building. I go
to her because she helps me. She doesn’t get mad. Sure, she
constantly reminds me that | sprinkle commas freely. | adore
sprinkles! She X’s out my 70’s and writes in *70s as if to say, “I
know you lived them, Ali, but they are not yours, exclusively! What
about the one and the nine you’ve left out to dry? Doesn’t that
deserve an apostrophe?”’

Geez. Some people are so touchy.

So try it. We can help. Day Writers invites drop-ins. Night
Writers is a tight knit group of ten but occasionally a space opens up.
Barbara Simpson offers several Sunset Coast Writers workshops to
choose from. And we publish your work—twice a year. Top that
with the new playwriting contest—the prize is a production of your
ten-minute readers’ theater play—how can you resist?

Take pen in hand and go. Let it all hang out. | think we coined
that in the *70s. A bit porn-ish, isn’t it?

Director’

m

Happy New Year. Happy writing!
Ali Hansen
Executive Director
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New Gallery Shows

(continued from page 1)

and techniques that she uses in creating her
work. The 2010 graduate of Western
Michigan University with a degree in arts
education teaches high school art at Berrien
Springs High School.

She says her art is inspired by her own
life experiences, the experiences of others,
literature, and current world issues.

"I primarily use what most people would
consider ‘junk’ and | combine it to create a
narrative or to send a specific message, for
example about body image or literacy,"” says
Elise. "However, many of the pieces for this
show are about choices based on the
viewer’s perspective. Although, I try to
influence the viewer by using symbolism,
color, and specific techniques; ultimately,
the viewer’s own reality determines their
understanding of my work."

HEARTHA WHITLOW GALLERY

"Self Taught: 3 Years of Artwork™ by
Peyton Haggerty Brown of St. Joseph will
be in the Heartha Whitlow Gallery.

"The work that I will be showing is work
selected from these last three years and
includes acrylic and oil paintings as well as

s ‘construction
~ pieces', and
a few true
three
dimensional
sculptures,”
says Peyton.
"My
paintings
are "abstract'
and my style
is one of
rich, vibrant
color and

invented shape. | describe my paintings as
the results of exercising my spirit in paint.
They show my emotional and mental
reactions/thoughts that come about by
being-in-the-world."”

Some of Peyton's paintings have attached
objects on their surfaces, which gives the
work complexity and depth. It was from
this process that she began creating her
construction pieces made from found
objects.

"And because they hang from the wall,
they are in a place somewhere between
painting and sculpture. Just recently I began
to create full sculptures and have been
working on these a lot lately. They are
made, again, from the many materials that |
find around town both on the street and in
dumpsters. So, they reclaim discarded 'stuff’
in order to create works of art."

Art Shoppe News:

If you are an artist with items in the Box
Factory Art Shoppe, here is a reminder
that we are making some changes beginning
Jan. 1, 2012.

1) Commission on sales will be 30%, up
from 25%.

2) Beginning Feb. 1, 2012, artists will

track their own inventory - checking it in
and tagging it using materials provided by
the Box, refreshing it quarterly, removing
items that do not sell.

3) Artists must volunteer at the Box Factory
at least 3 hours a quarter. A list of volunteer
opportunities was sent via email.

If you haven't received the details of
this change via email, let us know and
we'll send it. Inventory that is not
refreshed by Feb. 1 will be removed.
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Box Factory Announces
Playwriting Contest

The Box Factory is pleased to announce
its first annual
“Out of the
Box Play
Writing
Festival” open
to all
playwrights in
Michigan and
Northern Indiana. Plays should be original
and suitable length for a ten-minute
production with no more than four
characters and a limited number of props.
Six to eight plays will be chosen for
production at The Box Factory on August 4
and 5, 2012. Three winners will be chosen
for monetary prizes and announced at the
end of the festival. Plays may be submitted
starting January 1 with the closing date
being at the end of business on March 31.
Entry fee is $5 per play.

To kick off the festival, The Box Factory
is offering a play writing workshop on
January 28 and 29, led by Mary Lou
Britton. Mary Lou has combined her love of
theatre with a lifetime of writing. She is
currently Vice President of the Community
Theater Association of Michigan and has
written about a dozen of the ten-minute
plays to be the subject of the workshop. Cost
for the two day workshop is $75 ($60 for
Berrien Artist Guild members) and will take
place 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and 1-
4 p.m. on Sunday. Registration can be made
by calling the Box office at 269-983-3688
during normal gallery hours.

For more information about the festival
rules and the workshop, please visit The Box
Factory for the Arts Website

(www.boxfactoryforthearts.org) where you
will find a full list of rules and submission
guide or stop in the Box office to obtain
rules and/or to register for the workshop.
Good Luck and Get Writing!

Lisa Kelleher is proud to be the Artistic
Director for the first annual “Out of the Box
Play Write Festival.” Lisa has been in
several productions at Twin City Players,
Lake Michigan College and part of Readers’
Theater at the Box Factory for the Arts. She
is an avid writer and has written two young
adult novels for publication. Lisa is excited
to oversee the “Out of the Box Play Write
Festival” and cannot wait to attend the
workshop by CTAM’s Vice President Mary
Lou Britton to learn more about play
writing.

Business of Art returns Jan. 5th

The Box Factory is hosting these all new
sessions. Be sure to sign up for these
informative classes. Ali Hansen will present
the first lecture, “Curating your Solo Show:
at 6:30 p.m. on Thurs., Jan. 5. Call the Box
Factory front desk for more information.

Holiday Events Raise Funds
for the Soup Kitchen

(Left to right) Nannette Keiser, Berrien Community
Foundation; Andy Takacs, Soup Kitchen; Ali Hansen,
Box Factory.

The Box Factory raised $4,420 for the
Soup Kitchen in November through the play
“Ain’t Tina Turner Classical Music” and the
“Turkey Trot” exhibit.
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First Friday Films:
Brauer Film Featured for

January Film

All Tony wanted was a simple weekend of ice
fishing. What he got was "Frozen Stupid.” The film
starring Joey Albright (Escanaba in Da Moonlight
and Barn Red) as Tony Norgard and Ernest
Borgnine as his dad, Frank, is the First Friday film
on Jan. 6th at the Box Factory for the Arts. The
film starts at 7:30 pm and a $5 donation is
requested at the door.

On a beautiful winter Saturday, Tony wants to
go ice fishing; but he's supposed to attend his
mother-in-law's birthday party. To solve his
dilemma, he feigns illness and stays in bed. While
his little white lie allows him the chance for a secret
outing, it comes at a heavy price.

The film, written and directed by Rich Brauer of
Brauer Productions in Traverse City, was shot at
Houghton Lake, MI during eight very cold days in
2006. This is the third film by Brauer Productions to
be shown as part of the First Friday series. "Mr. Art
Critic" and "Barn Red" were also shot on location in
Michigan.

Last Saturday Film Series

The Box Factory Teams with the

Library for a New Art Film Series

The Maud Preston Palenske (St. Joseph) Library
and the Box Factory for the Arts begin 2012 with a
new partnership and a new film series on the last
Saturday of each month. The adult-rated films,
shown at 7:30 pm, are free to the public.

Staff from the library and the Box Factory will
alternate hosting the series; however, all films will
be shown at the Box Factory. After the screening,
DVDs of the films will be available for circulation
by the library.

"Protektor,” the winner of 9 Czech film
academy awards, will be shown on Jan. 28. The
film is set in Prague at the outbreak of WWII and
centers on the story of radio reporter Emil who is
married to Hana, a famous film star who is
oblivious to the Nazi threat. Hana's Jewish heritage
precipitates her fall from the height of her career to

the bottom of the social ladder and a marriage in
crisis.
Children’s Programming:

Animal Art at the Box Factory

We will begin our Winter / Spring Home School
Session with the theme ANIMAL. Students will
learn about animals that inhabited the Great Lakes
Region during the Ice Age, and then make our own
fossils.

We’ll take a trip to The Heritage Center in St.
Joseph to see the Wooly Mammoth Exhibit. We’ll
revisit ocean creatures as we build a Giant Squid
with artist Bill Cooper, and we’ll make portraits of
our favorite pets. So much fun...and so much to
learn!!!

Also, check out the “Pop-Up” Home School
Gallery downstairs. Students” work will be
displayed temporarily as space is available.

Thank You to:

1 Riversong members who performed during
the “Last Chance Shopping” event.

1 Tom Tackett for constructing the stage
stands and Denise Tackett and Ali Hansen
for sewing the curtains and the RW gallery
drapes.

1 The Board, studio artists, members and
friends for a wonderful 2011!

Member News:

New Studio Artist — Jennifer Mayo, a
photographer will be joining us in one of the
Northpoint studios off Riverwalk Gallery.

Gallery News: Coming in January:

ﬂ Williams Gallery —new lights to be
installed thanks to MAAC proceeds.

ﬂ Whitlow Gallery — walls will be textured
and painted.

1 Riverwalk Gallery — floor recoating will
take place Dec. 26 — 31. People will not be
able to walk on the floor during most of that
time.



Berrien Artist Guild Board of Directors
Judy Sokolowski — President

Heartha Whitlow — Vice-President

Elaine Harju — Treasurer

Denise Tackett — Secretary & ArtBag Editor
Sherry Conybeare — Director

Bill Cooper — Director

Jim Devries — Director

Susan Johnston — Director

Jan Sonneman — Director

Joseph Sukup - Director

Staff

Ali Hansen — Executive Director

Barb Pries — Administrative Assistant

Joni King — Membership & Volunteer Coordinator
Nani Murphy — Education Coordinator
Sherrock McClinton — Custodian

Artist of the Month:

Each month we feature one of our studio artists as
“artist of the month.” On the Box Factory Web
site, click on “art” at top, then “featured artist.”
January Artist is Mike Koch. Mike’s studio, The
Music Box, is off the back side of the building in
an area fondly known as the “Outback.”

Box Factory for the Arts
1101 Broad Street, St. Joseph, M1 49085

Berrien Community Foundation
Announces Exciting Opportunity

for Donations to Non-Profits

To celebrate their 60" anniversary and in their
ongoing spirit to enhance the capacity of nonprofit
organizations in Berrien County, the BCF has
announced an exciting opportunity.

During the time period from Jan. 1 — Dec. 31,
2012, for any amount added to the Berrien Artist
Guild Art Endowment Fund, the Foundation will
provide a match of 50 cents on each dollar up to a
maximum of $1,000. The source of gifts may be the
Berrien Artist Guild and/or donors and include gifts
of cash, checks or public securities.

Contact us:

Mail: Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad Street,
St. Joseph, M1 49085

Phone: (269) 983-3688

Fax: (269) 983-3771

Web: www.boxfactoryforthearts.org

E-mail: info@boxfactoryforthearts.org

Hours: 10 a.m. —4 p.m. Mon. — Sat; 1-4 p.m. Sun.

Note: we are open evenings only during

special events, entertainment and classes.

Board Meetings: are held the third Thursday of the

month at noon in the Box Factory Library.

Please note:

The Box Factory will close at
noon on Dec. 30 and be closed
on New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day, Dec. 31 & Jan. 1.

Box Factory Bumper Sticker
$5 with renewed membership, $6 in the Art Shoppe.
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Box Factory for the Arts: Concerts, Activities & Programs

CONCERTS: _lower price is for seniors (60+) and students, children under 12 free (accompanied by adult).
All concerts start at 7:30 p.m. unless noted differently (Please note new time.)

Saturday, Jan. 7 Gina McLaughlin $10, $8
Saturday, Jan. 14 Ed Bagatini’s New Swing Orchestra $10, $8
Saturday, Jan. 21 Deep Fried Pickle Project — CD release $10, $8
Saturday, Jan. 28 No concert — Last Saturday Film

Saturday, Feb. 4 Neil Jacobs $10, $8
Saturday, Feb. 11 No concert — Children’s Film Festival

FILM FACTORY:

First Friday Film —Fri., Jan. 6 at 7:30 p.m. - All Tony wanted was a simple weekend of ice fishing.
What he got was "Frozen Stupid.” The film stars Joey Albright (Escanaba in Da Moonlight and Barn
Red) as Tony Norgard and Ernest Borgnine as his dad, Frank. A $5 donation is requested at the door.
Last Saturday Film - Sat., Jan. 28 at 7:30 p.m., free admittance. "Protektor,” the winner of 9 Czech
film academy awards, is a film set in Prague at the outbreak of WWII and centers on the story of radio
reporter Emil who is married to Hana, a famous film star who is oblivious to the Nazi threat. Hana's
Jewish heritage precipitates her fall from the height of her career to the bottom of the social ladder and a
marriage in crisis.

EVENTS:

“Qut of the Box Play Writing F e s t i @panltoall playwrights in Michigan and Northern Indiana.
Plays may be submitted between Jan. 1 and March 31. See Box Factory Web site for submission
guidelines, or ask at the Box Factory front desk.

WORKSHOPS

Business at the Box — Six monthly sessions on Thursdays from 6:30 — 8 p.m., beginning Jan. 5,
covering the information needed to run a successful art-related business. Cost is $75, $60 for members.
More information available at the Box Factory front desk or on the Web site.

ART CLASSES:

Portrait class - Monday 1-4 p.m. and Wednesday 6:30 — 9:30 p.m. in the Gast Classroom. $10 fee, led
by Bob Williams.

Painting Open Workshop - Every Thursday from 1-4 p.m. in the Gast Classroom. Drop in — no fee,
painters must bring their own supplies. Call Bob Williams at 449-8163

WRI TERS' STUDI O

Daywriting Group — Meets 1% & 3 Wednesdays from 10 a.m. — noon in the Box Factory Library.
Small fee for attendees, open to drop-ins. Led by Isabel Jackson.

NightWriters Group — Meets 1% & 3" Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. in the Box Factory Library.

Small fee for attendees. Group full for the year. Led by Denise Tackett.

IN THE GALLERIES: Opening Friday, Jan. 13, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m.. Free and open to the public.
Robert Williams Gallery: “Blooming Color on a Winter Night” — digital photograph of landscapes and
botanicals by Lori Horsic.

Heartha Whitlow Gallery: “Self Taught: 3 Years of Artwork™ — paintings, construction pieces and
sculptures by Peyton Haggerty Brown.

Riverwalk Gallery: “Materials” — found object artwork by Elise Weiler.

For more information call the Box Factory for the Arts at 269-983-3688 during normal gallery
hours of 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday — Saturday, 1-4 p.m. Sunday. Or check our Web site at
www.boxfactoryforthearts.org




Out of the Box Ten Minute Play Festival
Rules and Entry Guidelines

Entry Dates: January 1 - March 31, 2012
First Prize: $300 Second Prize: $200  Third Prize: $100

Six to ten plays will be produced on The Box Factory stage August 4 and 5, 2012. The three winning
plays will be announced at the end of the performance on August 5.
The festival is open to residents of Michigan and Northern Indiana as well as members of the Berrien Artist
Guild.

Rules:
1. Authors may submit more than one play.

2. The play must be unpublished and cannot have been given a public performance by a professional
company.

3. Plays should be of a suitable length for a ten minute production (7-11 double spaced typed page using
Times Roman 12 pt. font) for a small stage with limited props and no more than four characters.
Dialogue and action should be appropriate for a Readers Theater production.

4. No musicals or children’s plays may be submitted for this contest.

A $5 registration fee must accompany each play submitted.

6. Three copies are to be submitted. Each copy must include two title sheets; one with the title and
author’s name and address, the other with the title only. (The author’s name will not be made known
to the judges.) Manuscripts received with any name appearing there on, except as above, will not be
considered.

7. Each play submitted must have a cover letter with the author's name and contact information
contained therein and must contain the following statement. "I understand that The Box Factory for
the Arts will only consider original work. Plays submitted which are based on any other published
work, including but not limited to novels, short stories, teleplays or other theatrical scripts, unless
also written by the submitting author, are ineligible. | hereby state that my submission meets this
standard.”

8. Date of copyright must appear on both title sheets. Alternatively, the playwright may provide a letter
indicating the manuscript does not have a copyright.

9. Authors wishing to have their scripts returned must submit an additional $5 for return postage along
with their registration fees. Note: For the peace of mind of playwrights sharing their work for
consideration, The Box Factory shreds and discards all plays submitted but not selected for
presentation.

10. A committee of three to five judges will select winners, and their decision shall be final.

11. Public announcement and presentation of awards will be made August 5, 2012. Winners will be
personally notified if their play has been chosen for production by June 1, 2012.

o

12. Authors of the first and second place plays agree their plays will be offered to The Box Factory for
the Arts following the contest without charge for royalties.

13. Entries must be mailed to: The Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad Street, St. Joseph MI 49085.
No revision will be submitted once a play is received.



The Process:

Plays submitted in accordance with Submission Requirements are eligible for consideration.
All eligible plays are circulated among three (3) readers selected by The Box Factory for their capability and
integrity to select plays for inclusion in “Out of the Box Ten Minute Play Festival.” The readers are given
specific directions for scoring each eligible play and they independently complete this assignment. Scoring
criteria provided by The Box Factory includes five or more categories relating to story and plot, dialogue and
characters and ease of production.

An artistic director engaged by The Box Factory reviews the plays submitted and the scores placed on
them by the readers. The artistic director has the responsibility to report to The Box Factory any concern
about the ability to present any play or plays eligible for presentation through the scoring process.

The authors of selected plays are presented with and required to sign an affidavit asserting the originality
of the submitted work prior to the final decision to present by The Box Factory and the public announcement
of plays selected for presentation.

The Box Factory selects individual directors for plays selected for presentation and auditions actors to
play one or more roles in those plays.

The Box Factory selects three (3) adjudicators recognized for their capability and integrity to judge the
plays presented during the “Out of the Box Ten Minute Play Write Festival.” Adjudicators cannot be the
artistic director, a reader, author, director or actor participating in the “Out of the Box Ten Minute Play Write
Festival.”



