
 
 

 
 

                  

Mission Statement: The Berrien Artist Guild, through the multi-use facility, the Box Factory for the Arts, chooses to create an 

outstanding place to practice and celebrate artistic diversity. We are committed, focused and driven to continuously generate 

opportunities to regional artists while interacting, educating, learning and growing within the community at large. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________     

 Berrien Artist Guild presents:  

Four New Exhibits feature Varied Artwork  
Four exhibits in the Box Factory for the Arts’ three 

galleries will highlight the work of a diverse 

collection of artists. The new exhibits open at a 

reception on Friday, Sept. 17 from 5:30 – 7:30 

p.m. It is open to the public and refreshments will 

be served. All shows continue through Nov. 7.

 

“Photographic Art” by Robert E. Hillier 

     All the work in Master Craftsman of 

Photography Robert E. Hillier’s exhibit are original 

photographs taken over a period of 30 years. With 

the help of computer-aided design, he has turned 

them into works of art. They will be shown in the 

Robert Williams Gallery. 

     Robert, who lives in Saginaw, has worked as a 

professional photographer for over 30 years and 

won many awards at both the state and national 

level over the years. In 2009 four of his prints were 

selected for the Professional Photographers of 

America Loan Collection, earning him a Diamond 

Award for having four loan prints in one year. 

 

 “Glass in the Box” by Water Street 

Glassworks Artists  

     Over 15 artists and faculty from the Water Street 

Glassworks in Benton Harbor will show their work 

in the Heartha Whitlow Gallery. 

     They will be displaying examples of blown 

glass, glass fusing, stained glass, beads, mosaic and 

Dalles DeVerre (faceted stained glass). 

“New Explorations” by Maureen Sylvia 

Lighthall 

     Maureen Sylvia Lighthall, of  Harbert, says she 

abstracts artifacts of nature for her paintings. 

Thoughts and feelings are the interior under the 

surface or layered within the painting. The exterior 

reflects both inside and outside experiences. 

     Maureen’s paintings will be shown in the 

Heartha Whitlow Gallery. 

     After teaching high school English for 29 years, 

she turned to painting as a way of coping with her 

son’s death.   

     Her work has 

appeared in multiple 

juried art shows and 

in the collections of 

several corporations 

and private 

collections 

throughout the 

country. 

(See page 2 for 

Riverwalk Gallery 

exhibit information.) 
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Riverwalk Gallery: 

“Wine, Women and Song” BAG Members Work 

to a theme in the Riverwalk Gallery 
     We invited our members to submit work to the theme of 

“Wine, Women and Song” for this fall exhibit. Be sure to stop 

by and see what they’ve come up with! 

 

First Friday Film: 
Friday, Sept. 3 at 7:30 p.m., ticket: $5 

 – American Sailors 
    The viewer is on board and behind the scenes as four 

skippers race their boats in the longest and oldest freshwater 

race in the world. It’s the 2008 Chicago to Mackinac Island 

race. The documentary is by Holland, MI filmmaker John 

Grooters of Seaspray Productions. Grooters plans to attend 

the screening. 

 

Writersô Studio presents: 

“Maids of the Mist” artwork sale 
     The family of the late Arlys Derrick donated her 

collection of “Maids of the Mist” fountain artwork to the 

Writers Studio for a fundraiser. 

     On Sunday, Sept. 5 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Booth#25 

near the fountain, we will be in St. Joseph’s Antiques on the 

Bluff event to sell this artwork.  

     It includes photographs and paintings by Marie Witte, Ed 

Zyniewicz, Tom Scheffler, Betty Bingham, Frank Lowe, Ed 

Lattimer, Ken McKeown, Marie Batson, Juanita Cupp and 

Harrison Viet. There are also smaller art pieces and note cards, 

all depicting images of the fountain. 

     Arlys, who was Focus editor at The Herald-Palladium 

until she retired in 1991, researched and wrote an 

award-winning article about the fountain, and began collecting 

artwork of the Maids of the Mist afterwards. 

Writing Opportunities at the Box Factory 
     Day Writers – Led by Isabel Jackson. Meets on the 1

st
 

and 3
rd

 Wednesday from 10 – 11:30 a.m. Drop-in’s welcome. 

     NightWriters – Led by Denise Tackett. Meets on the 1
st
 

and 3
rd

 Wednesday from 7-8:30 p.m. Group currently full. 

     Veteran’s Writing Group – Led by Barbara Simpson of 

“Sunset Coast Writers” for veterans and current service 

members. 10 a.m. to noon on the 3
rd

 Saturday of the month.  

In the Galleries: 
 

Continuing through Sept. 12:  
 

Robert Williams Gallery: 

“Through the Looking Glass: 

Ali Hansen, 

A 50-year Retrospective” 

 
Heartha Whitlow Gallery: 

 “An Art Journey for Jan” 
Jan Sonneman 

 
Riverwalk Gallery: 

2009-10 New Member Show and 

Summer BAG Member Show 

 

Opening on Friday, Sept. 17: 
Reception from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Free, and open to the public 

Exhibits continue through Nov. 7 

 
Robert Williams Gallery: 

“Photographic Art” 
Robert Hillier 

 
Heartha Whitlow Gallery: 

 “New Explorations” 
Maureen Sylvia Lighthall 

 

 “Glass in the Box” 
Work by 15 artists and faculty of the 

Water Street Glassworks 

 

Riverwalk Gallery: 

“Wine, Women and Song” 
Artwork by Berrien Artist Guild 

Members 
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2010 Member Shows: 
Members of the Berrien Artist Guild may 

participate in the following gallery shows: 

¶ Hanging art must be wired for hanging from 

one side of the frame to the other - NO 

sawtooth hangers. 

¶ Please make notes of the dates and be sure 

to pick up your art after the show closes in a 

timely manner. After 30 days, any art left is 

forfeited to the Berrien Artist Guild. 

¶ Remember, you must be a member in good 

standing (with dues paid) to participate in 

any of the member shows. 

¶ Berrien Artist Guild takes a 25% 

commission on all sales made from the Art 

Shop and the Galleries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Opportunities to show in 

2011: 
¶ April 15 – May 7 – “New Member Show” 

Anyone who joined the BAG from Aug. 1, 

2010 to April 15, 2011 

¶ Sept. 16 – Oct. 30 – BAG member theme 

show TBA 

¶ Nov. 11 – Jan. 1 – BAG member holiday 

shows, themes TBA. 

Member News: 
Guild Members who have provided us with an e-

mail address receive the ArtBag online. You will 

receive an announcement when the newsletter is 

available for downloading. Then, just click on the 

link and either read it on-line or print it out. Thank 

you for helping us save the high cost of printing and 

mailing this information each month. If you would 

like to receive the newsletter by e-mail and we 

don’t have your address, just send an e-mail to us at 

boxfactory@sbcglobal.net 

Barbara Simpson – announced that her “Different 

Kind of Writers Group” is now called “Sunset Coast 

Writers.” Fall workshops begin Sept. 13. Seats are 

still available for the Monday night class, which 

meets from 6:30 – 9 p.m. Sept. 13 – Nov. 8. Cost is 

$125 for new students and $100 for alumni. Contact 

Barbara Simpson at sunsetcoastwriters.com or (269) 

519-2484 to register. 

Art Classes: 
Stephen Blackburn, will be teaching a watercolor 

class featuring his pouring technique on Oct. 16 & 

17 at the Box Factory. Cost for the workshop is 

$160 and you must make your reservation ahead of 

time. See the flyer enclosed with this newsletter for 

more information and to enroll in the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAAC Mystery 
We have a MAAC mystery to solve – a monotype 

entitled “Flowers and Red Leaf” by Ellen 

Ridenhour of Elkhart, IN has gone missing. 

Someone may have picked it up by mistake when 

they were picking up their own artwork. If you have 

any information about this piece, please contact the 

Box office at 983-3688, she is anxious to retrieve it. 

New Members: 
These members joined the BAG in August: 

Janet Hurlbert 

Christopher & Dawn Jones 

Claudia Wearstler & Cassie Lee Paeth 

Next Up: 
 

Nov. 13 – Jan. 2  Holiday Members Shows 

¶ Robert Williams Gallery – Winter Members 

Show, no theme 

¶ Heartha Whitlow Gallery – “Let it Snow” 

artwork featuring winter 

¶ Riverwalk Gallery – Trains, Cars, Boats, 

Trains” transportation theme, wall art only. 

Drop off (Art Shop items) – Oct. 25 – Nov. 1 

Drop off  (gallery art) – Oct. 25 – Nov. 1 

Opening Reception : Saturday, Nov. 20; all day  

                                    starting at 10 a.m. 

Pick –up : Jan. 3 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Please note: 
Barb Pries, Office Manager, will have new office 

hours starting Sept. 7. She will work on Tues. & 

Thurs. 1-4 p.m. and Friday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Box Factory for the Arts 

1101 Broad Street, St. Joseph, MI  49085 

 
 

Many Thanks to: 
 

¶ Curators for the shows that opened on 

July 30: Tom & Denise Tackett, Elaine 

Harju, Nancy Wolff and Jose Miranda – 

one of our newest members. 

¶ The estate of the late Delores Kalin for 

art supplies donated for children’s 

programming at the Box Factory. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us: 
Mail: Box Factory for the Arts, 1101 Broad Street, 

           St. Joseph, MI  49085 

Phone: (269) 983-3688 

Fax: (269)983-3771 

Web: www.boxfactoryforthearts.org 

E-mail: boxfactory@sbcglobal.net 

Hours: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Mon. – Sat; 1-4 p.m. Sun. 

             Note: we are open evenings only during  

             special events, entertainment and classes. 

 

 

Berrien Artist Guild Board of Directors  

Judy Sokolowski – President 

Heartha Whitlow – Vice-President 

Sherry Conybeare – Treasurer 

 Elaine Harju – Secretary 

Jan Sonneman – Corresponding Secretary 

Bob Williams – Director 

Bill Cooper – Director 

Jim Malosh – Director 

Jim Devries – Director  

Joseph Sukup - Director 

Staff 
Mike Murphy – Box Factory Director 

Barb Pries – Office Manager 

Lorna Conrad – Membership & Volunteer   

                        Coordinator 

Denise Tackett – ArtBag Editor 

Welcome : 
To Dandrell McClinton who has joined the Box 

Factory for the Arts as a part-time custodian as of 

Monday, Aug. 30.  He’ll be working from 7:30-

11:30 a.m. Mon. – Fri. 



 
 

 
 

 September, 2010 
Box Factory for the Arts: Concerts, Activities & Programs 

 

CONCERTS:   lower price is for seniors (60+) and students, children under 12 free (accompanied by adult). 

All concerts start at 8 p.m. unless noted differently 

Saturday, Sept. 4 Doug Fordyce “Kids on Stage Glee Club”    $8, $6 

Saturday, Sept. 11 Riversong Music Society: Cameo and the Feldmans   $8, $6 

Saturday, Sept. 18 Shades of Gray        $8, $6 

Saturday, Sept. 25 Lake Effect Jazz   Big Band Music  $8, $6  

Saturday, Oct. 2 Anne Hills        $15, $10 

Saturday, Oct. 9 Riversong Music Society: Peter, Pam and Elfi   $8, $6 

Saturday, Oct. 16 Tim Velez        $12, $10 

Saturday, Oct. 23 VibeNation        $10, $8 

Saturday, Oct. 30  TBA 

ART CLASSES: 

Portrait class: Monday 1-4 p.m. and Wednesday 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. in the Gast Classroom. $10 fee, led by Bob 

Williams. 

Painting Open Workshop: Every Thursday from 1-4 p.m. in the Gast Classroom. Drop in – no fee, painters 

must bring their own supplies. Call Bob at 449-8163 before coming – will paint outdoors if weather permits. 

FILM FACTORY 

Friday,  Sept. 3 at 7:30 p.m.  – American Sailors  The viewer is on board and behind the scenes as four 

skippers race their boats in the longest and oldest freshwater race in the world. It’s the 2008 Chicago to 

Mackinac Island race. The documentary is by Holland, MI filmmaker John Grooters of Seaspray Productions. 

Grooters plans to attend the screening. 

WRITERS’ STUDIO 

Daywriting Group – Meets 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Wednesdays from 10 – 11:30 in the Box Factory Library. Free and open 

to drop-in’s. Led by Isabel Jackson. 

NightWriters Group – First meeting of the season: Sept. 1. Meets 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Wednesdays from 7-8:30 p.m. in 

the Box Factory Library. Group is currently full and not taking new members. Small fee required. Led by 

Denise Tackett. 

Veterans Writing Group –Barbara Simpson, Sunset Coast Writers, offers a free writing workshop for veterans 

and current service members. The group meets from 10 a.m. to noon on third Saturdays of the month (Sept. 18 

this month) in the Box Factory Library. For more information, contact Barbara at 269-519-2484 or 

sunsetcoastwriters@gmail.com  

IN THE GALLERIES:   

Continuing in the galleries through Sept. 12: 

Robert Williams Gallery: Ali Hansen:  “Through the Looking Glass – a 50-year Restrospective” 

Heartha Whitlow Gallery: Jan Sonneman: “An Art Journey for Jan” 

Riverwalk Gallery: Annual Summer Berrien Artist Guild Member show and 2009 New BAG Members  

Opening on Friday, Sept. 17 ï opening reception from 5:30 ï 7:30 p.m. Free & open to the public. 

Robert Williams Gallery: Robert Hillier – “Photographic Art” 

Heartha Whitlow Gallery: Maureen Sylvia Lighthall – “New Explorations” and “Glass in the Box” -  work by 

over 15 artists and faculty from the Water Street Glassworks. 

Riverwalk Gallery: BAG member show: “Wine, Women and Song” 

   

 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: call the Box Factory at 269-983-3688 

during normal gallery hours of Monday – Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday 1-4 p.m. 

or visit the Web site at: www.boxfactoryforthearts.org 

mailto:sunsetcoastwriters@gmail.com


 
 

 
  


